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T
HE Council’s park 
staff have celebrated 
the borough’s record 
25 Green Flags with  

a flag-raising ceremony  
and celebration event  
earlier this month.

Mayor of Hackney, Philip 
Glanville, and Deputy 
Mayor, Cllr Feryal Demirci, 
joined staff at St Thomas’ 
Square, a new recipient of 
the prestigious Green Flag 
award, to formally thank 
them for their hard work in 
achieving the awards. 

The international Green 
Flag award scheme is now 
in its third decade and 
recognises the world’s 
best maintained  
green spaces. 

The awards 
highlight parks  
that are not  
only well 
maintained 
but meet high 

This achievement is only 
possible thanks to our 

incredible park staff

environmental standards. 
Cllr Demirci said: 

“Receiving 25 Green 

Green recognition

Mayor Glanville and Deputy 
Mayor Demirci with park staff 
at the flag ceremony in St 
Thomas’ Square this month

News in brief
Cleaner vehicle fleet wins 
national air quality award
A PROJECT by the Council to introduce cleaner vans and 
trucks into its fleet has been recognised at the National Air 
Quality Awards earlier this month.
The Council won the Vehicle Fleet Air Quality Initiative of 
the Year award for its work to expand its bike and electric 
vehicle fleet and use cleaner fuels for its diesel vehicles. 
It now has 46 electric vehicles, ranging from vans used 
by the parking and community library services, to electric 
buggies used in Hackney’s parks. 
As part of the project, which was supported with a 
£400,000 grant from the Mayor of London’s Air Quality 
Fund, electric charging points have been introduced 
at Council sites across the borough. Around half of the 
Council’s diesel fleet also run on a vegetable oil mix and a 
fleet of pool bikes, to add to an existing fleet of 50 bikes, 
are being introduced to encourage staff to cycle between 
meetings around the borough. 

For the latest news on green issues, events, 
opportunities and consultations, sign up to 
the Greener Hackney e-newsletter:  
hackney.gov.uk/newsletters

MORE INFO
Find out more about 
Hackney’s parks at: 
www.hackney.gov.

uk/parks

Flags means that over 40 
per cent of our parks 
are now recognised as 
being some of the best 
in the country. This 

achievement is only 
possible thanks to 

our incredible 
park staff, who I 
was thrilled  
to be able to 
thank for their 
hard work.”

Secret garden’s social offers

Wendy Bowes, head 
gardener at Hackney 
Downs: “When getting your 
garden read for winter, 
people may prune 
and use electric 
mowers.Make 
sure you softly 
rake through piles 
of leaves first to make 
sure there are no hedgehogs 
or other creatures hiding. 

Once you have all your leaves 
and twigs together you can 
either compost yourself or get 

a reduced price compost 
bin from the Council, 

or put it in your 
garden waste bin 
to be recycled.”

Junior Pierre, 
head gardener at 

Springfield Park: “You 
should make sure that the 

base of your shrubs are 
warm. The best way to do 
this is by packing wood chip 

tree bark around the 
base, but you 
can also use 
leaves or 
straw. This 

will protect 
them from the frost. 

October is also a great time 
to plant bulbs.”

Brian Dodd, gardener at 
Haggerston Park: “Pansies 
and Polyanthus are good for 

winter bedding, and 
are also good for 

window boxes 
on balconies, as 
these are robust 

winter plants. You 
will see these being 

planted in Hackney’s parks 
over the autumn.”  

Top winter gardening tips from parks service staff

A GARDEN in Haggerston is looking to welcome new 
people into its green and leafy haven.
St Mary’s Secret Garden is planning to hold a ‘garden 
social’ on Tuesdays. Organisers are looking for residents 
aged 50 and over with learning difficulties to help decide 
what form these socials should take. 
The project is financed by the Big Lottery Fund and will 
be led by Hackney CVS’ Connect Hackney Ageing Better 
programme, which aims to improve the wellbeing of 
people aged over 50.
The garden’s community projects coordinator, Siobhan 
MacMahon, said: “We have such a lovely space with 
plenty of indoor and outdoor areas to explore, and we’re 
really excited to work with attendees to create a fun and 
engaging programme of activities and events.”
Taster sessions will be held on 23 and 30 October, for 
people to explore the garden. 
To find out more call: 020 
7739 2965; email: siobhan@
stmarysgarden.org.uk; or 
visit St Mary’s Secret Garden, 
50 Pearson Street, E2 8EL, to 
register your interest.
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